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Tugo’s passion in landscape photography owes partly to his
obsession with patterns in nature. Flicking through his
portfolio will see a plenitude of architectural lines, glorious
geometry and meticulous symmetry. “I love doing landscape
photography through an artistic approach,” he remarks. “By
adding human elements into abstract patterns, the image will
have a sense of scale and proportion…It’s a blur between
illusion and reality.”

The Untouched Beauty of
Chinese Landscapes

Through the Lens of an Architect

Tugo Cheng

An architect by trade, amateur photographer Tugo Cheng simply cannot
conceal his excitement at the sheer mention of photography. In fact, what
began as a hobby alongside his backpacking trips has now won him
multiple awards including National Geographic Photo Contest and Sony
World Photography Awards.

The Elements of Style… in Photography
Tugo developed a sharper eye for aesthetics from professional training in
architecture is hardly surprising, though he believes being an architect has
given his photographer self so much more, namely creativity and
imagination. “Visual aesthetics are essential in photography, but more
importantly creativity and originality. It’s all about shooting outside the
box. Don’t just do the typical postcard shot that everyone else does.
Photography is a form of exploration, so even at the same location, you’re
bound to find new perspective.”

Many of his works feature remote areas of China, which he
has been photographing since he went on an exchange
program to Tsinghua University while completing his
master’s degree. “China has a lot of fascinating geographic
phenomena that have accidentally come about because people
want to make a living. Take terraced paddy fields and tea
farms for examples, where mountains have been cut into steps
for effective agriculture…Or Fujian’s aquaculture farm,
where rows and rows of bamboo rods form interesting
patterns. “While we are shaping our nature for food and we
create beautiful compositions unintentionally ”
“I want to show the world the unknown China” is Tugo’s
response when asked why his works are predominantly of
Chinese natural landscapes. “China is changing rapidly, yet
there’s a lack of balance between development and
conservation. So if you don’t go now, those places may either
lose its charm by becoming commercial tourist attractions, or
they may look completely different a few years from now due
to inadequate protection.” Despite being faced with the
dilemma that revealing these hidden gems may risk damages
caused by tourism, he ultimately believes that making these
landscapes known to a global audience may urge the
government to systematically protect these natural sites.
“Adequate protection and better civic education are crucial to
conserving these landscapes in China and photography has a
role.”
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Shoot Outside the Box

What’s Next

Both of Tugo’s most well-known works were shot in China. One is of Tian Shan, the largest mountain ranges in Central Asia,
and the other, titled Farming the Sea, captures aquaculture in Fujian. Despite the stark contrast in colour, both images have
an abstract finish not unlike paintings. “I like them both for different reasons: Tian Shan’s for its unusual colour composition,
and Farming the Sea for its sharp lines. Despite being on two ends of the spectrum, one turned out looking like an oil painting,
and the other a line drawing.” Then Tugo sheds us a little secret: both images were taken on a cloudy day. “The Fujian location
is known for shooting sunsets, and I got plenty of those “images” on the first day I was there, but those were not what I had
wanted,” he recalls. “Then it started raining on the second day, the cloudiness reduced the shadows drastically. What was left
were the simple lines of the bamboo rods, giving the image a graphic quality.” Much like Farming the Sea, the award-winning
photo of Tian Shan was also shot during overcast weather, where the many colourful plateaus and canyons were flattened to
a single layer in this surrealist image.

October is a big month for Tugo, as he has a book launch and a solo exhibition at
Harbour City’s Gallery by the Harbour from October 19 to November 1. The
upcoming Wheelock Photography Competition, with its theme being Kowloon East,
has also invited Tugo to be one of the judges. “Kowloon East district has seen a lot of
rapid changes lately. Contestants can pay attention to things that signify these
transformations,” he suggests. “The area is essentially a microcosm of Hong Kong,
making it perfect for any kind of photography – street, nature, portraits or
architecture… there is never a shortage of characters that encapsulate the essence of
the city.”

“Don’t stay indoors or give up just because it is not a sunny day. You can create beautiful photos even on cloudy days or when
it’s pouring rain. Don’t let the weather be your decision maker; use your creativity to tackle different environments and
conditions.” his advice for photography beginners. When asked about photographic ambitions he has yet to achieve, Tugo
responds with a smile. “To photograph more extreme landscapes, such as the glaciers in the West of China. At an average
elevation of 5,000 metres, I will definitely need adequate physical training before taking on this challenge. It’s an ultimate goal
and challenge not just for my photography but also my body and mind.”

To take it a step further, Tugo is trying to partner up with various organisations to
host photo tours in hopes of showing people how to shoot beautiful architecture while
learning about the history of architecture of Hong Kong in a systematic approach.
“From old tenement houses to public housing in the 50’s and beyond, there are so
much history and interesting stories behind the different architectural designs. It’s not
just about framing a pretty picture; understanding the subject you are photographing
is also very important. Photography and architecture are good starting points to tell
the story of Hong Kong.”

Members’ Event

Members’ Event
Family Yoga
Experience Day
Club Wheelock members spent an afternoon
stretching and unwinding on Family Yoga
Experience Day. Under the guidance of
FITMIND yoga instructors, parents and
children performed a series of yoga postures and
sun salutations as little ones were raised in
mid-air to join in the fun. Apart from relieving
bodily tension and easing bundled-up from their
daily grind, families also enjoyed great bonding
time.

New Formulation of
MTM Custom-Blended Eye
Mask Private Experience
To celebrate MTM’s 25th anniversary, Club Wheelock members
were invited to a private preview of the latest custom-blended eye
mask. Guests showed off their artistic flair with a Japanese traditional
Kagami-biraki ceremony, water-painting exhibition, customized
fresh flower ring workshop, postcard drawing class, detox juicy
mixology presentation as well as herb tattoo-sticker that highlight the
core ingredients in the new eye mask.
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Members’ Event
Experience Fresh’s
Indulgent Mask Menu
and Sensorial Workshop
Club Wheelock joined hands with renowned American skincare
brand Fresh to present a sensorial experience for the members. Aside
from tips from beauty professionals on a range of all-natural mask
products made from ingredients like black tea, rose, brown sugar and
honey, members experienced a dried-flower frame workshop that
brought their creativity into full play finished by relaxing hand
massages.
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Celebration of
Baume & Mercier’s
New Capeland Shelby
Cobra Collection
To celebrate the historic partnership with the legendary
American race car builder Carroll Shelby, luxury Swiss
watchmaker Baume & Mercier opened its first pop-up store in
Fashion Walk. Club Wheelock members had a close
encounter with the iconic Classic Shelby Cobra race car and a
watch-strap changing workshop followed by a 3D D-Box
simulated race for “The Capeland Cup”. The champion was
crowned in the lounge and was awarded a Capeland Shelby®
Cobra limited edition chronograph.

Members’ Event

Single Malt Scotch
Whisky Appreciation
Scottish whisky master Joanna Kent led Club Wheelock members
through a tasting journey of “The Last Great Malts”, a single malt
portfolio comprising a range of new expressions from Aberfeldy,
Craigellachie and Royal Brackla, whose extraordinary distilling
methods have resulted in exquisite flavours and characters. Over
glasses of fizzy golds, members had a memorable social evening
alongside light delicacies.
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Wheelock Link
THE PARKSIDE becomes new landmark in O’South
THE PARKSIDE is the first development of
Wheelock Properties O' South portfolio. The
construction is now fully completed and unit
handover to owners commenced in September.
Comprised with three residential towers, THE
PARKSIDE is also fitted with a number of
clubhouse facilities including indoor and outdoor
swimming pools, gymnasium, yoga room, indoor
ball court, lounge, function room, theatre, game
room, music room, kid’s wonderland, outdoor
relaxation area as well as a sauna and steam. The
development is awarded BEAM plus Gold
(Provisional), guaranteeing the best quality living
environment for its owners.

Community
Wheelock Corporate Social Responsibility Report 2015
Wheelock is proud to present its latest CSR report for 2015, which is prepared in accordance
with the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) G4 Sustainability Reporting Guidelines; the report
has also been assured by the Hong Kong Quality Assurance Agency.
The report is the first joint CSR report of Wheelock and Company Limited, Wheelock
Properties Hong Kong Limited and Harriman Property Management Limited. It offers an
overview of Wheelock’s continuous efforts in implementing and promoting sustainability. We
invite you to browse through and share with us your views on our CSR initiatives.
For full report, please visit: www.wheelockpropertieshk.com

Wheelock Properties has a strong vision for the
immense potential of Tseung Kwan O South. As one
of the major developers in the area, it has a total of
four residential projects in this district, namely THE
PARKSIDE, CAPRI, SAVANNAH and 23 Tong
Chun Street#. The O’ South living community
offers a low density and green environment along
waterfront promenade, allowing residents to indulge
in a dynamically urban pace while still enjoying the
tranquility, low-density lifestyle around the
waterfront.

Project WeCan
Job Tasting Program 2016
Following three successful years, the Job Tasting Program
2016 has chosen four students from Ng Yuk Secondary School
to gain real-life working experience for a 4-week internship at
Wheelock Properties’ Project Marketing Department. The
participating students shared their job duties and valuable
experience in fluent English with Wheelock’s management,
mentors, school principal and teachers at the completion
ceremony in the last working day.

#The above provisional street number is subject to
confirmation when the development is completed.

People
Wheelock Team Indoor War Game Training
To cool off the summer heat, Wheelock Properties
organised an exciting indoor war game for its
employees. The Wheelock team was armed with
masks, gloves, protective vests and guns before diving
into different battle settings. The Wheelock team
was committed in teamwork spirit and had a blast at
the company gathering.

